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Creating a healthy, productive,
and efficient workspace for employees

PLUS

CITY TO WATCH: BRADDOCK, PA,
TRANSFORMING A CITY HIT
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|PRA ARCHITECTS

SUStaIﬂablhty on d|Sp|ay LEED standards and

sustainable initiatives allow for an efficient and healthy workplace

JPRA ARCHITECTS

BY ASHLEY MORRIS

A MEMBER OF THE USGEC, JPRA ARCHITECTS DOES MORE THAN
stand by its belief in sustainable design: the architectural and
environmental design firm practices it everyday because of its

new LEED Silver certified office building in Novi, Michigan.

In fact, JPRA also set the standard last year in Novi by con-

structing the first structure of this LEED caliber in the town.

a firm founded more

walls, JPRA Architects

than 30 years ago—practices and promotes sustainable design

QOutside of its

through its clients that mostly reside in the retail and enter-

tainment, mixed-use development, and commercial office

JPRA's new 30,000-square-foot office building is
set on a 2.3-acre wooded site, and is the first LEED
Silver-certified new construction in Novi, M.
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realms. “Retail is just now unl}cnlan“ing the importance of
[sustainable l|1_'\igl'||. ..because of market demand,” says prin
\'ip.l| Fred Mc (_'-:I\. LEED AP. “*We need to show them that it
makes sense financially through operating costs, which helps
in tenants and maintenance, and through increasing the value
of their property to resell it, finance it, and lease it. For many
solid business reasons, it makes a lot of sense. Thev'll own a

dinosaur if they don't do it.”

“We have a small percentage of clients who just aren’t inter-

ested [in sustainable design],” adds Bill Beitz, president and

COO. “But that doesn’t mean we don't implement features
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WORKPLACES OFFICE SOLUTION! PRA ARCH

Enhanced by a maxi-
mum amount o ' natu-
ral light, the studio

space is exceptionally

conducive to creativity.

like low-VOC paints. It's not always important that they're
LEED certified. Often, clients are asking us to investigate
sustainable materials and systems, including energy efficiency,
HVAC systems, and lighting. These things still make sense

even though we may not get LEED certification.”

With its n:vnﬂwrship in the USGBC, JPRA is not only repu
i For ma ny Sol id business rea SOnSI !\‘i’ll' '.S\]' in[lf!\.'ltl\l‘ arc h'l[l'l'! ure ||l"\i':_[[] |\['|[ .\J\lj eny lrl!nT]]l']\1.]|
7 b[ d . f( | f -\.;ml’hi. 5 lhruuglmnl the United States and into Canada, the
[SUStalna € ESIgn] makes a lot o Middle East, and Latin America via its JPRA International
sense. [Reta” Ownersl will own a sub-network. “We're trying to increase the number of clients
. . ' . ¥ " Beitz says.
dinosaur if they don’t do it.’ ’

FRED MCCOQY, PRINCIPAL & LEED AP But JPRA is .1|-nIr_\|n\:11|unrn_'r[1tr.ils- on .<[1"-|1gthunlng the

home front, where challenges continue to seep out of a de

worldwide

fHated economy. “We 're [11'(\[\.:|v|\ facing a slowdown of work,
just like every firm in the country,” Beitz says. “And we don’t

know how that will affect the whole LEED issue. Bidding
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may be very compettive, so LEED elements may be more

Coonomic -II

The strength of ]|'1( A rests in its 30-vear tenure, and Beitz

h pes to only further solidify that power ful foundation
“We're going to take advantage of [the slowdown] to strength
©n our firm's ¢ .1[mi‘|||r1- sin ~~|~t,1|n.a|~|| de sign -1h|| [§ nrnimln'r
technology,” he savs, “BIM [building information modeling)
takes ¢ omputer drafting to a whole new level, so you can
integrate mec hanical and electrical svstems and the effects ol

environmental ethaencies into lil S1gn in a \\1I\||<' new way 5

“And we're !||1-|-.!i'l|', still going to focus on long-term goals,”
McCov adds. “In general, our firm has been successful through
our great expertise in design. We ofler a level that you can
only find in a small group of design firms. So because of that,
we've deve |--!s| da high level of clientele, and we've proven

that we can work with them as a business partner.”

WORKPLACES

JPRA'S 30,000-SQUARE-FOOT NOVI, MICHIGAN

OFFICE BUILDING FEATURES:

« two stories of studio space, in-
cluding a second-floor loft, that
create a haven for natural light
complete with proper window ori-
entation that gains very low heat;

« energy-efficient indoor lighting
with smart shut-off sensors based
on body movement,

« an air-ventilation system that
senses when there's a need for

outside air circulation;

« waterless urinals that increase
water conservation;

+ a 2.3-acre wooded site;

« recycled cubicles and furniture
that were used in |PRA’s previous
office building;

» a completely un-irrigated land-
scape, with plant species native to

the area,

+ bicycle racks to encourage the

use of alternative transportation;

« an in-house wellness commit-
tee to organize outdoor lunch
activities on nearby walking trails
as well as Pilates, yoga, and tai chi

classes

ALLIANCE MECHANICAL

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL

GOVERNMENT, MEDI(

AL & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

DEsicN BuliLDp

| Proud to work with f".'lu't‘flﬂr'lu! I.l}(‘.‘1| 8o
Pipefitters Local 636 & SMACNA

Licensed & certified with all major dealers

Alliance specializes in planning, designing, fabricating, and the
installation of both residential and commercial comfort systems, and
I}\I'nugh the years of experience has gained an undisputable reputation
for designing top-notch systems, and quality installation backed with
a proven service division From the start of their CAD Design Team to
the finish of starting the system you can be assured of total satisfaction

from Allinnce Mecheanical
Celebrating 40 Years of Service

20800 Hubbell, Oak Park MI 48237-3¢

Phone: (248) 968-7400 Fax: (248) 968-6620
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